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Alfred Gell puts forward a new anthropological theory of visual art seen as aform of instrumental action the making
of things as ameans of influencing the thoughts and actions of others He argues that existing anthropological and
aesthetic theories take an overwhelmingly passive point of view and questions the criteria that accord art status only to
acertain class of objects and not to others The anthropology of art is here reformulated as the anthropology of ac
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phenomenon embedded in social action worldviews and socia reproduction this
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