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This wide ranging study of the Pacific Islands provides a dynamic and provocative account of the peopling of the 
Pacific and its broad impact on world history Spanning over 50 000 years of human presence in an area which 
comprises one third of our planet ndash Melanesia Micronesia and Polynesia ndash the narrative follows the 
development of the region from New Guinea s earliest settlement to the creation of the modern Pacific states 
Thoroughly revised an A magnificent achievement richly informative and engagingly written Harvey Whitehouse 
Queen s University of Belfast In substance and in style it has a discernably individual style that I find appealing and 
which will make it very useful in a ran 
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