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1 of 2 review helpful Shedding light on an important aspect of the Islamic community By Lionel S Taylor One of the 
interesting things in the hunt for Bin Laden and a lot of the other leaders of Al Qaeda was how even in hiding they 
continued to release a large number of statements that would get distributed from person to person and eventually land 
on the internet This was surprising because by releasing these statements Charles Hirschkind s unique study explores 
how a popular Islamic media form mdash the cassette sermon mdash has profoundly transformed the political 
geography of the Middle East over the last three decades An essential aspect of what is now called the Islamic Revival 
the cassette sermon has become omnipresent in most Middle Eastern cities punctuating the daily routines of many men 
and women Hirschkind shows how sermon tapes have provided one of the means by w A very timely ethnography of 
Islam in general and Egypt in specific Anthropology net The relevance of this analytic project to readers both within 
and outside the academy cannot be underestimated Ilan Pappe Arab Studies Journal 
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