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Cambodian refugees arrive in America as at once the victims and the heroes of America s misadventures in Southeast 
Asia and their encounters with American citizenship are contradictory as well Service providers bureaucrats and 
employers exhort them to be self reliant individualistic and free even as the system and the culture constrain them 
within terms of ethnicity race and class Buddha Is Hiding tells the story of Ca A fascinating look at an often 
overlooked group of Asian Americans Buddha Is Hiding takes the reader on an ethnographic journey with Cambodian 
refugees as they negotiate American citizenship in an American system that tries to produce a particular type of li 
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