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6 of 6 review helpful A worthwhile tour de force By Vincent M Silenzio Simply put the interdisciplinary group of 
anthropologists physicians and others at Harvard have been doing some of the most important and far reaching work in 
the area of medical anthropology ever Byron Good s book initially given as the Henry Louis Morgan Lectures at 
Rochester is a beautifully written and accessible summation of much of the inn Medicine supposedly offers a scientific 
account of the human body and of illness and it follows that scientific medicine treats all forms of folk medicine as 
little more than superstitious practices Professor Good argues that this impoverished perspective neglects many facets 
of Western medical practice and obscures its kinship with healing in other traditions Drawing on his own 
anthropological research in America and the Middle East his analysis of illness and medic The book reflects more than 
two decades of Good s work as a researcher writer and teacher offers an excellent overview of some of the 
controversies in medical anthropology today and provides ample ammunition for those who would demonstrate the 
field s re 
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