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46 of 47 review helpful A major historical problem reexamined By Wayne Dynes The Axial Age is an era centered on 
the period around 500 BCE when a remarkable body of revolutionary achievements in thought erupted across a broad 
band of Eurasia In Greece there were the pre Socratic philosophers followed by Socrates himself Plato and Aristotle 
About the same time if the traditional chronology is to be trusted such re The first classics in human history the early 
works of literature philosophy and theology to which we have returned throughout the ages appeared in the middle 
centuries of the first millennium bce The canonical texts of the Hebrew scriptures the philosophical writings of Plato 
and Aristotle the Analects of Confucius and the Daodejing the Bhagavad Gita and the teachings of the Buddha all of 
these works came down to us from the compresse With eighteen leading multidisciplinary scholars this volume covers 
enormous ground in the transformative beginnings for civilizations that shared cultural origins in the mid first 
millennium BC in Europe and Asia Extending the insight of existential philoso 
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