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verdict The Singing Neanderthals: The Origins of Music, Language, Mind, and Body: 

5 of 5 review helpful I also love to read a lot of non fiction and have over By hudunit333 From a layman just out for a 
good read I spend a lot of my free time actively listening to music I have a large vinyl record and CD collection 
acquired since my childhood and I take pride in keeping it well maintain I only watch an average of 10 12 hour of 
television per month So alternatively I listen to music The propensity to make music is the most mysterious wonderful 
and neglected feature of humankind this is where Steven Mithen began drawing together strands from archaeology 
anthropology psychology neuroscience and of course musicology to explain why we are so compelled to make and 
hear music But music could not be explained without addressing language and could not be accounted for without 
understanding the evolution of the human body and mind Thus Mithe Why should music be so important to us Steven 
Mithen begins his task with a detailed analysis of music and musical ability drawing on musicology psychology and 
neurobiology to build a comprehensive and erudite picture of music s capacity to move us This i 
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