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Colin Renfrew argues that what is most precious in archaeology is the information that excavations can shed on our 
human past Yet the clandestine and unpublished digging of archaeological sites for gain looting is destroying the 
context in which archaeological findings can be understood as well as sabotaging the most valuable information It is 
the source of most of the antiquities that appear on the art market today unprovenanced antiquities the product of 
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