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analyze the role of storytelling in collective reasoning prior research has emphasized mythology or godlore refers 
variously to the collected myths of a group of people or to the study of such myths myths are the stories people tell to 
explain nature Telling Stories: The Use of Personal Narratives in the Social Sciences and History: 

4 of 4 review helpful Outstanding By Leslie J Irvine Telling Stories examines the versatile and growing area of 
narrative analysis in the social sciences and history The term narrative has various meanings but the authors use it here 
to refer to personal narrative or a retrospective first person account of the evolution of an individual life over time and 
in social context 4 Whereas numerous texts have summarize In Telling Stories Mary Jo Maynes Jennifer L Pierce and 
Barbara Laslett argue that personal narratives autobiographies oral histories life history interviews and memoirs are an 
important research tool for understanding the relationship between people and their societies Gathering examples from 
throughout the world and from premodern as well as contemporary cultures they draw from labor history and class 
analysis feminist sociology race relation This decade has witnessed the publication of several anthologies that focus on 
how to design and conduct oral history projects introduce and illustrate new applications of oral history to 
geographical historical and social research and discuss the applica 
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