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1 of 1 review helpful Brandes By Carly This is a good introductory book for anthropology students and an entertaining 
book for the general public Brandes does a good job breaking old stereotypes of a death obsessed Mexico and 
describes what Day of the Dead means to modern people in and out of Mexico 0 of 0 review helpful This book was 
my primary credible source an excellent well written Each October as the Day of the Dead draws near Mexican 
markets overflow with decorated breads fanciful paper cutouts and whimsical toy skulls and skeletons To honor 
deceased relatives Mexicans decorate graves and erect home altars Drawing on a rich array of historical and 
ethnographic evidence this volume reveals the origin and changing character of this celebrated holiday It explores the 
emergence of the Day of the Dead as a symbol of Mexican and Mexican Americ Shortlisted for the Katharine Briggs 
Folklore Award 2007 A cogent attractively presented case study of a single festival in its diverse forms It provides a 
lucid account of cultural change and a careful plotting of causes and influenc 
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