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In 1995 Texas Historical Commission underwater archaeologists discovered the wreck of La Salle rsquo s nbsp La 
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Belle remnant of an ill fated French attempt to establish a colony at the mouth of the Mississippi River that landed 
instead along today rsquo s Matagorda Bay in Texas During 1996 ndash 1997 the Commission uncovered the ship 
rsquo s remains under the direction of archaeologist James E Bruseth and employing a team of archaeologists and 
volunteers About the Author JAMES E BRUSETH retired Archeology Division Director at the Texas Historical 
Commission was the project director of the La Belle excavation AMY A BORGENS is the State Marine Archeologist 
in the Archeology Division at the Texas H 
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