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9 of 9 review helpful A big important and wonderful book By A Graduate Student This is a landmark volume It grew 
out of a conference held in 2007 and was originally slated for publication in 2012 However that plan was derailed by 
Robert Sharer s passing that same year and the book has been in limbo until now I am thrilled that it has finally come 
out and it is a worthy testament to Sharer s long and illustrious car The Pre Columbian Maya were organized into a 
series of independent kingdoms or polities rather than unified into a single state The vast majority of studies of Maya 
states focus on the apogee of their development in the classic period ca 250 850 C E As a result Maya states are 
defined according to the specific political structures that characterized classic period lowland Maya society The 
Origins of Maya States is the first study in over 30 years to exami About the Author Robert J Sharer 1940 2012 was 
Shoemaker Professor Emeritus of Anthropology at the University of Pennsylvania and Curator Emeritus of the 
American Section at the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology in Philadelphi 
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